
PRESS RELEASE 
Materials-handling industry looks to increased automation for improved 
efficiency and quality 
31 August 2019: The fact that the bulk of materials-handling equipment in South Africa is imported 
means that the industry will eventually fall in line with the global trend of increasing automation. 
This is according to Shumani Industrial Equipment Managing Director Victor Nemukula. 

“There is a constant flow of new technology into the local materials-handling industry, in line with 
international trends. The growing requirement for efficiency and cost-effectiveness is a key driver in 
the uptake of automation,” Nemukula highlights. Other factors are increased health-and-safety and 
the reduction of human errors, thereby boosting overall quality. 

Advanced equipment such as self-driving vehicles (SDVs) and the Internet of Things are two core 
technologies at the vanguard of automation in the materials-handling industry. Automation begins 
with how materials are received, stored, and transported from the instant they enter a warehouse. 

Technological developments in this industry are critical, as manufacturers are under constant 
pressure to carry out tasks faster and cheaper, without compromising on quality. Simultaneously this 
has to be balanced by the fact that any new technology introduced must have a sound return on 
investment. 

Shumani Industrial Equipment is a 51% black-owned and managed industrial equipment supplier. It 
offers a ‘one-stop’ solution for forklifts and materials handling, cleaning, access, and compact 
construction equipment, as well as engines, generators, agricultural equipment, and compressed air 
solutions. 

“Our vision is to be the leading black-owned and managed ‘one-stop’ supplier of world-class 
industrial and construction equipment in Southern Africa. We are driven by our long-term 
commitment to providing our customers with ideal products for their unique requirements, 
supported by unparalleled aftersales service to ensure maximum uptime and quick return on 
investment,” Shumani Industrial Equipment Service Admin Manager Allesha Maniram concludes. 

Ends 

Connect with Shumani Industrial Equipment on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/shumaniindustrial/ 
LinkedIn:  https://www.linkedin.com/company/shumani-industrial/ 

Notes to the Editor 
To download hi-res images for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the 
Shumani Industrial Equipment link to view the company’s press office. 

About Shumani 
Shumani Industrial Equipment is an official dealer representing a broad range of quality industrial 
and construction equipment, including the Goscor Group of Companies products.  Shumani, which 
means “Let’s make it work” in Venda, is a proudly South African black-owned company, managed 
within the industrial and construction market sectors. The company is responsible for the supply of 
the Group’s entire range of industrial and construction equipment to the local mining, construction, 
industrial, warehousing, and manufacturing market sectors.  The full support of the Goscor Group of 
Companies, and access to the Group’s massive pool of expertise and competencies, position 
Shumani as a trusted level 2 B-BBEE industrial equipment provider committed to exceeding 
customer expectations. 
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