
PRESS RELEASE 
EM launches cost-effective smart-building retrofit system 
8 February 2019: Retrofitting older building stock with ‘smart’ automation solutions is now 
possible with the latest Hager system introduced locally by leading supplier 
ElectroMechanica (EM). 

Known as coviva, the system does not require extensive construction work in order to be installed, 
or even additional cable routing, as it is an entirely retrofittable wireless solution, according to Ryan 
Whitelaw, EM Product Manager for Building Automation. 

“While this particular Hager product is not new internationally, we have just launched it in South 
Africa, which is slowly aligning itself with the trend towards increased building automation in 
advanced markets like Europe and the US,” Whitelaw comments. 

The coviva system is ideal for retrofitting, modernising, or upgrading, and also dovetails with the 
higher-end Hager domovea KNX system. “The latest launch means EM can now comfortably supply 
either spectrum of the market demand, and can therefore cater for a broader range of clients, from 
home owners to commercial, retail, hospitality, and industrial.” 

The secret to the cost-effectiveness of the coviva system lies in its micromodules, which are easy to 
install, monitor, and control. Once installed behind existing switches or connection boxes, the 
micromodules communicate wirelessly in order to automate multiple functions. 

Once connected, the micromodules can instantly control dimming systems, on/off switches, 
raising/lowering blinds and more. Each micromodule has a colour-coded function indicator for quick 
programming. 

The micromodules have been designed specifically to deliver exceptional wireless reach. This means 
they can penetrate two concrete slabs, and still transmit up to 30 m indoors, while outdoors their 
reach can extend up to 100 m in an open area. 

The coviva system can be combined with additional Hager products such as the domovea system, 
while the KNX wireless standard allows for built-in flexibility. By combining micromodules with the 
coviva smartbox and app, an ordinary building can be transformed effortlessly into a truly ‘smart’ 
building. 

With coviva, individual functions can not only be controlled, but also combined, which means that 
entire scenarios can be created and retrieved upon demand, such as ‘morning’ or ‘evening’. Called 
‘covigrams’, these scenarios can be created simply in the app by means of an intuitive menu with 
understandable ‘if-then’ functions. 

Ends 

Notes to the Editor 
To download hi-res images for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the 
ElectroMechanica link to view the company’s press office. 

About ElectroMechanica 
ElectroMechanica was established in 1984 by David van den Berg as a specialised direct importer 
and wholesale distributor of high-end industrial electrical products, motor control switchgear and 
electronic automation products. A wholly-owned South African company, ElectroMechanica offers 
its clients state-of-the-art products, sourced from leading local and international brands, all 
complying with recognised international safety standards and performance specifications. 



ElectroMechanica Contact 
Karen Zotter 
Phone: (011) 249 5000 
Fax: (011) 496 2779 
Email: karenz@em.co.za 
Web: www.em.co.za 

Media Contact 
Thapelo Phukuje 
NGAGE Public Relations 
Phone: (011) 867 7763 
Fax: 086 512 3352 
Cell: 079 425 4914 
Email: thapelo@ngage.co.za 
Web: www.ngage.co.za 

Browse the NGAGE Media Zone for more client press releases and photographs at 
http://media.ngage.co.za 


