
PRESS RELEASE 
BI partners with OVK to offer its Agri-Smart solution to farmers 
13 February 2019: Leading supplier Bearings International (BI) is extending its footprint in 
the agricultural industry by partnering with OVK of Ladybrand. The partnership will see BI’s 
products and services for the sector available at the co-operative’s 57 branches countrywide. 

The partnership is the culmination of extensive negotiations with OVK, and was concluded 
successfully based on the focused approach, technical expertise, and back-up and customer support 
offered by BI, Agricultural Sector Manager Gerhard Pienaar explains. 

“Our plan to target the agricultural industry following the launch of our Agri-Smart offering at 
NAMPO 2018 resulted in us approaching OVK about a potential partnership. This was enhanced by 
the fact that there are distinct synergies between us. We are looking forward to working together, as 
together we will achieve so much more,” Pienaar comments. 

With the partnership deal concluded at the beginning of the year, the BI rollout at OVK’s extensive 
branch network has commenced, enabled by BI’s own branch network. “One of our main priorities 
prior to commencing with the rollout was to ensure we have sufficient stock in place to meet the 
anticipated demand. 

“We have also conducted product training with OVK personnel, so they are on the same page as us 
in implementing this partnership, and ensuring farmers receive the maximum benefit as a result,” 
Pienaar highlights. 

A particular success for BI in 2018 was the development of its Agri-Smart solution aimed at 
cooperatives in the agricultural industry. Agri-Smart allows BI to be an enabler for cooperatives in 
remote regions, and thereby support farmers with the best products at a fast turnaround, while 
maintaining excellent price levels. 

“We are working on strengthening our presence in the agricultural sector in the Free State, the 
Eastern Cape, and the Northern Cape, as well as surrounding Southern African countries. The 
success of Agri-Smart has showcased our flexibility in adapting to both current market conditions 
and the specific requirements of its customers,” BI Offer Marketing Manager Victor Strobel stresses. 

An example of BI’s customised products for the agricultural industry include its collaboration with 
Jonnesway on a specialised Farmers’ Toolbox. Local farmers were consulted on the most essential 
tools required for routine maintenance on a typical farming operation. 

As a result, the toolbox features spanners, screwdrivers, an electric current testing pen, pliers, 
punches, files, a hacksaw with spare blades, and a large hammer, all contained in a compact and 
sturdy case that can fit comfortably behind the seat of any bakkie. 

Connect with BI on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BearingsInternational/ 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/bearingsinternational/  

Ends 

Notes to the Editor 
To download a hi-res image for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the BI link 
to view the company’s press office. 



About BI 
BI is a member of the Hudaco Group. BI is a leading distributor of bearings and power transmission 
products in Southern Africa. With its customer-focused approach, BI is committed to delivering value 
to all its stakeholders, while offering quality solutions that make a real difference to optimising plant 
availability and turnaround time. With over 60 years in the bearings and power transmission 
industry, BI puts its experience to good use by going great lengths to ensure their product range and 
services meet the changing needs of clients, industry and business. Backed by an elite technical 
team, BI covers the full spectrum of customer requirements, and is able to ensure immediate 
availability of products through a nationwide network of branches. 
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Fax: 087 057 6122 
Email: info@bearings.co.za  
Web: www.bearings.co.za 
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