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South African manufacturing sector set to grow

If recent investments in the manufacturing industry are indicative of the trend going forwards, then the
future is looking bright for this often beleaguered market sector. In addition, the South African
government recently announced that it was embarking on an offensive to attract $100-billion
(approximately R1.3-trillion) in foreign direct investment (FDI) over the next five years to bolster the local

economy.

Charlene Hefer, portfolio director for Specialised Exhibitions Montgomery, says that a number of notable
manufacturing plant projects have created a sense of hope for the country, including the R50-million
Automotive Industry Centre (AIDC) mega-development in Rosslyn near Pretoria. Fuchs Lubricants South
Africa also recently opened its R125-million grease plant expansion in Isando and Russian rolling stock
manufacturer Transmasholding (TMH) launched a R500-million investment in a South African

manufacturing facility through its subsidiary TMH Africa.

Not only does the manufacturing industry in the country provide income and job opportunities to those
people directly employed in the sector, but furthermore it has high economic multipliers in its linkages to

upstream production sectors (mining and agriculture) and downstream sectors, including services.

Recognising the importance of promoting local manufacturing to other countries, Specialised Exhibitions
Montgomery, in association with the South African Capital Equipment Export Council (SACEEC), is
launching the Local Southern African Manufacturing Expo (LME) in Johannesburg between 21 and 23 May
2019.

Endorsed by the Premier of Gauteng, David Makhura, LME will provide an interactive, educational and
practical platform for local manufacturing businesses to showcase their capabilities to a captive target
audience. Significantly, AREI (Association of Representatives for the Electronics Industry) is partnering

with LME 2019 to provide both its members and the industry with added value.

“Local manufacturers should not be hiding their light under a bushel but should rather be adopting a
proactive attitude towards promoting themselves. The key to business sustainability is gearing up to be
competitive in a market sector that is becoming increasingly technology-driven. The Local Southern
African Manufacturing Expo provides the perfect marketing and brand building tool for exhibitors by
leveraging Specialised Exhibitions Montgomery’s many years of experience and expertise in placing

exhibitor products and services top of mind with their ideal customers,” says Hefer.
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To book a stand at LME 2019 or to find out more information about the exhibition visit the website at

www.localmanufacturingexpo.co.za

Use our social media platforms on Facebook, Twitter #.ME2019, Instagram.
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