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     De Beers  Invests  In Educational  Infrastructure 
Development  
	
	

De	 Beers	 Consolidated	Mines	 (DBCM)	 has	 partnered	with	 the	 Free	 State	Department	 of	

Education,	 and	 Kagiso	 Shanduka	 Trust	 (KST)	 to	 unveil	 two	 educational	 infrastructure	

projects	in	its	labour	sending	area	community	of	Viljoenskroon.	

DBCM	 fully	 supports	 the	 Department	 of	 Education’s	 national	 agenda	 to	 provide	 basic	

education	to	South	African	and	continues	to	invest	in	a	number	of	educational	programmes	

and	educational	infrastructure	projects	across	the	country.	

The	company	 funded	 the	 construction	of	 the	media	 centre	at	Ntsoanatsatsi	Primary,	 the	

provision	of	books	and	resources	such	as	computers	and	furniture,	including	a	librarian	and	

curriculum-related	training.		At	Mahlabateng	Primary,	the	company	refurbished	classrooms	

and	paved	the	school	grounds.			

In	2016,	DBCM	spent	R5.1	million	and	R1.9	million	year-to-date	in	supporting	educational	

projects	 in	 the	Free	State.	The	company	spent	a	 total	of	R27.6	million	on	30	educational	

projects	across	all	its	operations	last	year.	

Speaking	at	the	handover,	CEO	of	De	Beers	Consolidated	Mines	(DBCM),	Phillip	Barton,	said:	

“At	De	Beers	we	are	passionate	about	our	communities,	and	we	pride	ourselves	in	forging	

strategic	partnerships	that	significantly	contribute	to	the	socio-economic	development	of	

our	country.”	

“In	partnership	with	KST,	we	have	made	significant	and	lasting	contributions	in	the	Free	

State	through	implementing	infrastructure	projects	in	schools.	The	opening	of	this	media	

centre	 is	 the	 beginning	 of	 an	 exciting	 new	 era	 for	 the	 young	 learners	 of	 Ntsoanatsatsi	

Primary.	As	a	company,	we	are	privileged	to	play	a	role	in	shaping	these	young	lives	and	

ultimately	contributing	to	the	future	leaders,	professional	and	citizens	of	Free	State,”	said	

Barton.	



MEC	of	Education,	Tate	Makgoe	gave	a	key	note	address	at	the	launch	of	the	media	centre	

and	thanked	De	Beers	and	KST	for	supporting	the	development	of	the	Free	State	education	

system.	

“Thank	 you	 for	 supporting	 education	 in	 the	 Province.	 We	 value	 your	 ideas	 and	 the	

contributions	you	have	made	in	liberating	our	communities	through	education.	This	media	

centre	is	not	only	a	building,	it	represents	educational	empowerment	for	this	generation	of	

learners.	It	is	initiatives	like	this	one	that	will	contribute	and	mould	future	leaders	on	the	

Free	State,”	said	Makgoe.	

	“Yvonne	Themba,	a	Trustee	of	KST	said:	"Education	is	a	priority	and	we	need	to	make	sure	

that	 we	 make	 the	 learning	 environment	 friendly	 for	 both	 educators	 and	 learners.	 This	

infrastructure	will	be	of	good	use,	not	only	to	the	learners,	but	the	educators	as	well.	We	are	

very	pleased	that	De	Beers	chose	to	partner	with	us	as	they	are	not	a	newcomer	to	doing	

work	in	education	and	we	have	watched	them	from	the	sidelines	in	awe	of	their	work."	

DBCM	has	also	partnered	with	KST	and	other	various	organisations	in	the	District	Whole	

School	Development	Programme,	which	has	been	successfully	implemented	in	schools	in	

the	Fezile	Dabi	and	Motheo	Districts	in	the	Free	State.	Currently	in	its	fourth	year,	over	60		

schools		have		benefited	through	the	programme		by		receiving		infrastructure		projects		such		

as	 	 new	 	 and	 renovated	 classrooms,	 ablution	 facilities,	 libraries,	 media	 centres,	 science	

laboratories	 and	 kitchens.	 Over	 	 2	 000	 	 teachers	 	 are	 	 being	 	 supported	 	 through	 	 the		

curriculum		development	 	programme		and	over	18	000	 	 learners	 	have	 	undergone	 	eye		

sight		testing,		with		over	600	learners	having		received		free		spectacles.			
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ABOUT DE  BEERS GROUP 
	
De	Beers	Group	is	a	member	of	the	Anglo	American	plc	group.	Established	in	1888,	De	Beers	
Group	is	the	world’s	leading	diamond	company	with	expertise	in	the	exploration,	mining	
and	 marketing	 of	 diamonds.	 Together	 with	 its	 joint	 venture	 partners,	 De	 Beers	 Group	
employs	more	than	20,000	people	across	the	diamond	pipeline	and	is	the	world’s	largest	
diamond	 producer	 by	 value,	with	mining	 operations	 in	 Botswana,	 Canada,	 Namibia	 and	
South	Africa.	As	part	of	the	company’s	operating	philosophy,	the	people	of	De	Beers	Group	
are	committed	to	‘Building	Forever’	by	making	a	lasting	contribution	to	the	communities	in	
which	they	live	and	work,	and	transforming	natural	resources	into	shared	national	wealth.	
For	further	information	about	De	Beers	Group,	visit	www.debeersgroup.com.	
	

	 	 	 	 	


