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Pretoria, 9 October 2017: Under the TLT-Turbo umbrella, local ventilation firms, TLT MechCaL and TLT ACTOM have embarked on an ambitious expansion strategy for Sub-Saharan Africa.  

This move follows the announcement of TLT MechCaL and TLT ACTOM working in collaboration with their majority shareholder, German based TLT-Turbo to provide a Total Ventilation Solution to Sub-Sahara Africa (SSA).

TLT MechCaL and TLT ACTOM will collaborate closely as they expand their reach to develop the SSA market, offering a complete range of fans – from auxiliary, axial and radial fans to large surface fans – for applications in the mining industry, as well as a broad range of industrial ventilation and process solutions. This offering will also include custom designed ventilation solutions to suit any specific requirements and meet unique challenges.

These ventilation solutions have a broad range of applications including mining, power generation, industrial processes, construction, oil and gas, as well as rail and off-highway vehicles. TLT ACTOM will sell and support the full range of TLT-Turbo fans in the sub-Saharan market, including the new high performance and efficient 1400 mm and 1600 mm TLT MechCaL fans. TLT MechCaL will sell and support its 1200 mm and smaller auxiliary fan products in the region, as well as its large composites blades and radial composite fans. 

“TLT-Turbo having been present in this market for some time have gone out and showcased our products and there has been interest expressed by firms in the region wishing to see how our products work and the ways in which our innovations can improve their operations,” says Luther Erasmus, Group MD for TLT MechCaL & TLT ACTOM. 

“We believe that we have a lot to offer as a result of the specific research, developments and innovations that have gone into our product offering. Efficiency with less energy usage will be, in my view, the biggest selling point in a region where power usage is a major concern for any operation as the cost per kilowatt hour is quite high in some countries.” Erasmus notes that a fan that is a mere 4% to 5% more energy efficient can drastically reduce the total cost of ownership.

Clients in sub-Saharan African countries will also be able to benefit from the full range of additional services offered by both TLT MechCaL and TLT ACTOM. This includes maintenance and refurbishment of process, power and primary and secondary mining fans, as well as other value added services as part of a Ventilation-on-Demand solution. This venture combines the global resources and expertise of TLT-Turbo with the client base, distribution network and product innovation of TLT MechCaL and TLT ACTOM. 

Product availability in line with precise requirements and on-the-spot costing will be managed by means of a central product configuration system that the TLT MechCaL and TLT ACTOM sales teams will be utilising to provide clients with up to date information and optimal delivery turnaround times.

“We are currently moving towards becoming compliant with the relevant legislation applicable to the various countries we are targeting. This includes making the necessary amendments to fan components such as motor types, fan sizes, safety specs, performance specs and operating frequencies,” Erasmus explains.

This is not the first time that either company has supplied ventilation solutions to clients in this region but the move places emphasis on a focused approach with more efficient distribution models and solutions tailored for the market – both in terms of product design and delivery. 

“We have already shipped and installed both surface fan and auxiliary fan solutions for the mining industry in Zambia and Zimbabwe. We are now aggressively targeting expansion into the West African markets, including new mining projects in Ghana, Sierra Leone and Mali, as well as mining ventilation opportunities in the DRC. In addition to these we are also pursuing services and refurbishment opportunities in the power, cement and processing industries in the above countries. This is very encouraging as together both companies seek to offer a complete product range from the smallest fan to the largest ventilation solution,” concludes Erasmus.

This move forms part of a larger company objective to be shipping 80% of all products internationally by 2020. 
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About TLT MechCaL:
TLT MechCaL Pty Ltd was established in 2002 to design and manufacture industrial fans. The company has developed proprietary software that allows for high efficiency designs to address the much-needed green economy to reduce CO2 emissions to the atmosphere through using less energy while providing the same performance. At their manufacturing facilities in Pretoria, TLT MechCaL focuses on developing specialised fans using advanced design tools and materials. Every fan is designed for a specific application tailored to suit the needs of each client by matching the required performance with optimised efficiency. TLT MechCaL has been awarded the prestigious Technology Top 100 award six times and has been a runner up four times. They have also won the Enabling Award from Frost and Sullivan. All of this success was garnered from leveraging advances in technology and use of advanced composite materials to enable savings for their clients.
Visit www.mechcal.co.za for more information.

About TLT ACTOM
TLT ACTOM (Pty) Ltd is a joint venture between TLT Turbo GmbH and ACTOM (Pty) Ltd. The company has a history dating back to the 1950s in the mine ventilation and industrial process industries. The company developed a competency in producing localised solutions for the underground and main surface ventilation of mines and the turkey installation of these products. In more recent times the Company has expanded its offering to include the service and retrofit capability backed by competent quality systems and sound engineering for the large installed fleet of mining and process fans.
Visit www. TLT-ACTOM.co.za for more information.

About TLT-Turbo GmbH
TLT-Turbo GmbH builds radial and axial flow fans for virtually any application. First-rate engineering, tradition and progress in air handling technology and a worldwide support network have been the cornerstones of their excellent global renown as a fan and systems manufacturer for more than 140 years. TLT-Turbo GmbH fans and the associated system components are deployed successfully all over the globe. To date over 10,000 fans have already been installed. Their subsidiaries, branches and agencies span the globe including TLT-Turbo offices in Germany, China, Austria, Russia, Korea, USA and South Africa.
Visit www.tlt-turbo.com for more information.



