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Two New Tugs for Transnet’s KZN Ports
[Durban, South Africa, 22 August 2017]  Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) has celebrated a twin milestone for its KwaZulu-Natal ports as part of its R1.4 billion, nine-tug construction contract. On Thursday, 22 August the new USIBA tug was christened and named ahead of its delivery to the Port of Richards Bay, while the Port of Durban took delivery of its UMBILO tug which had been launched and named in May. 

The vessels are the sixth and seventh respectively to roll off the production line on time and within budget. All nine tugs are being built by Southern African Shipyards in Durban. 

The name USIBA is derived from the isiZulu word for the Black-crowned Night-Heron, but can also refer to a feather. The Port of Richards Bay has a tradition of naming its marine fleet after treasured South African birds, such as the UKHOZI tug (eagle) and the older INDWE (blue crane). 

In line with maritime tradition the ceremonial duty of christening the vessel was carried out by Lady Sponsor, Judith Nzimande. Nzimande is presently the President of the Zululand Chamber of Commerce and Industry. She also sits on the Executive Committee of Richards Bay Coal Terminal, one of the leading coal export terminals in the world based at TNPA’s top port in terms of cargo volumes, the Port of Richards Bay.

Speaking at the event, TNPA General Manager: Strategy, Nico Walters, said the latest milestones followed TNPA and Southern African Shipyards’ joint win of the Partnership Award in the Manufacturing category of the 2017 KZN Top Business Awards, powered by the Elan Property Group.  

“TNPA and Southern African Shipyards clinched the award for this project, which the awards panel recognised as demonstrating our commitment to developing South Africans, and ultimately strengthening the nation through shipbuilding and repair services. The panel deemed this operation exceptional in respect of transparency and timeous delivery,” he said.

Walters said Southern African Shipyards was playing a proactive role in helping to unlock the potential of the Ocean Economy. He said the Durban-based ship builder had upheld the highest standards of sustainability and socio-economic responsibility throughout the project. He said 

“This project is a shining example of the potential for Public Private Partnerships to create jobs and grow the economy,” he said.

Through the project TNPA and SAS have created 500 direct and 3500 indirect jobs with a minimum of 60% locally manufactured components. Subcontractors involved on the project include international subcontractors with local operations such as Barloworld Equipment, Siemens and Voith Schneider, as well as local contractors such as Bradgary Marine Shopfitters.
The nine tugs are being built for TNPA over three and a half years, as part of a wider fleet replacement programme that also includes new dredging vessels and new marine aviation helicopters. The programme is aimed at improving operational efficiency in the ports. Having new and a powerful tugs in its ports will better enable TNPA’s marine operations to speed up vessel turnaround times.

USIBA will be handed over to the Port of Richards Bay in November 2017. The eight tug is due to be delivered in February 2018 and the ninth and final tug in June 2018.
TNPA’s new fleet of nine tugs are each 31 metres long with a 70 ton bollard pull. They feature the latest global technology such as Voith Schneider propulsion.

Ends

Image GalleryBelow: Lady Sponsor of the USIBA tug, Judith Nzimande, with the new tug which will serve at the Port of Richards Bay.


[image: O:\Jozi\TNPA PR\TNPA Pics\Tug Contract\Usiba Tug Launch 22 Aug 2017\tug\Tug Launch 31.jpg]Below: A tug spray from the Port of Durban’s new UMBILO tug while the Port of Richards Bay’s USIBA tug is lowered into the water in the background.
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Below: (left) Louis Gontier, Chief Operations Officer of Southern African Shipyards and (right) Nico Walters, General Manager: Strategy of Transnet National Ports Authority during the official handover of the Port of Durban’s new UMBILO tug from the ship builder to the Authority. They are pictured alongside a model of the tug, with the fully built vessel in the background.
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About Transnet National Ports Authority
Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) is one of five operating divisions of Transnet SOC Ltd.  The National Ports Authority is responsible for the safe, effective and efficient economic functioning of the national port system, which it manages in a landlord capacity.  It provides port infrastructure and marine services at the eight commercial seaports in South Africa – Richards Bay, Durban, Saldanha, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, Mossel Bay and Ngqura.  It operates within a legislative and regulatory environment and is governed by the National Ports Act (Act No. 12 of 2005).  For more information visit www.transnetnationalportsauthority.net.
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