PRESS RELEASE
Paragon is one of the largest design practices in Africa
16 August 2017: Leading architectural, interior design, and space planning practice Paragon is one of the largest in Africa. Over the past seven years, it has undertaken projects in 18 countries on the continent, and in Brazil. Projects have been completed in eleven countries in Africa, encompassing both interior design and architecture, while six are in construction phase.
These countries are Swaziland, Kenya, Ghana, Senegal, Tanzania, and Congo-Brazzaville. “We are also in discussions to merge with local practices in two African countries, and have been approached for work as far afield as Oman,” reveals Founding Director Henning Rasmuss. “We have established a company in India to target future growth, as we expect the Indian market to mature.”

Projects outside of South Africa have been part of the group since 2001, with Rasmuss focusing exclusively on projects in Africa since 2012. Locally, it is launching its Cape Town office in September, while its transformation initiative is spearheaded by its Level 2 B-BBB accreditation.

“We work carefully and consistently to maintain our position as one of the largest practices on the continent, and aim to be as agile and flexible as possible,” Rasmuss comments. Paragon was established in 1997 by Anthony Orelowitz and Rasmuss, who had collaborated on two projects prior to the latter relocating to Hong Kong for nine months.
The two founding partners then joined forces and began to work together permanently. The company was registered formally in February 1999, after a high-profile win in an architectural competition for the first phase of the Melrose Arch mixed-use precinct in Johannesburg.

“From its inception, Paragon saw itself as a generalist practice, seeking out each and every project type as a learning opportunity, and engaging fully with the possibilities inherent in each project,” Rasmuss highlights.
Paragon confirmed its status as one of the premier architecture and design firms in South Africa at the South African Property Owners’ Association (SAPOA) awards at its annual convention in Cape Town on 21 and 22 June.
Here Paragon clinched four major awards, namely the Office Developments: Corporate Award for the iconic Sasol Place in Sandton, Interiors (Sasol Place), Innovation Developments (GE Africa Innovation Centre), and the prestigious Overall Winner (Sasol Place).
Ends
Connect with Paragon on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/paragonarchitects 
LinkedIn: http://bit.ly/ParagonGroupLinkedIn     

Notes to the Editor
To download hi-res images for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the Paragon link to view the company’s press office.
About Paragon
Paragon, established in October 1997, is an internationally-active African design business, based in Johannesburg. It delivers commercial architecture, masterplanning, interior design, and space planning to visionary clients in all property sectors.

We are committed to Africa, and believe in the future of its cities. Our roots are here. We have much to offer. We are able and agile, and actively participate in the continent’s urban and human development. Paragon is flexible and diverse in its approach to design. Each project is unique and not driven by style, but by lifestyle and a response to user needs. Elegant and efficient planning form the core of our designs. We understand the needs of our clients, and know how to generate ever new architectural forms in a competitive property market.

We are known for hands-on engagement with all opportunities present in the modern global building industry. The true measure of our skill is our ability to engage at all levels and with all players that make up the colourful world of construction and property development. Our buildings look forward. We embrace the future, because we will be a part of it – part of its problems and responsibilities, and part of its great freedoms and achievements.
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