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MEDIA RELEASE
From the South African National Space Agency
For Immediate Release

Pretoria, South Africa, 12 January 2017 
Space Agency gets a new leader at its helm
Dr Valanathan Munsami has been appointed as a successor to Dr Sandile Malinga, as the new CEO for the South African National Space Agency (SANSA) effective from 3 January 2017.

Dr Malinga left the Agency in August 2016 following five years as inaugural CEO and Board member, Mr Potlaki Maine was appointed as interim CEO to manage the agency during the appointment process of a permanent CEO. The Agency appreciates the efforts of both Dr Malinga and Mr Maine for their valuable leadership of this young organisation.

Dr Munsami takes the helm following an impactful past in shaping South Africa’s space science landscape. He has held a number of positions within the Department of Science and Technology, with the latest position held being the Chief Science and Technology Representative of the Department of Science and Technology since February 2016.
Among Dr Munsami’s numerous achievements are his involvements in the Strategy and Policy development for the South African national space programme. Dr Munsami currently Chairs the African Union Space Working Group, that developed the African Space Policy and Strategy that was approved by the African Heads of State in January 2016. As the Chief Specialist for Astronomy, during his employment at the Department of Science and Technology, Dr Munsami was involved in the development of a National Multi-Wavelength Astronomy Strategy and the SKA Readiness Strategy.
He brings to the Agency a wealth of knowledge and experience in space science, technology, innovation and Government policy and is determined to move the Agency towards contributing a greater impact to its citizens. 
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Attached: Photo of Dr Valanathan Munsami
For more information please contact:
Vaneshree Maharaj │Corporate Communication Manager

SANSA Corporate Office

Email: vmaharaj@sansa.org.za

T: +27 12 844 0399
M: +27 82 851 9317

Website: www.sansa.org.za
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