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SCREENING SPECIALISTS PARTNER TO BRING BEST PRACTICE TO AFRICAN MINING

Kwatani, previously known as Joest Kwatani, and Derrick Corporation have partnered to drive best screening practice in the African mining sector.

This important development sees Kwatani represent Derrick Corporation’s range of engineered fine screening solutions in selected mining regions in Africa. The original equipment manufacturer (OEM) will share this responsibility with Derrick Solutions International (DSI) Africa, which has represented Derrick Equipment Company since 2014.

The collaboration, which was announced at this year’s Electra Mining Africa, positions Kwatani as a single source for state-of-the-art screening solutions for all commodities. 

“Kwatani now has access to machines for coarse and fine screening and for arduous applications through to technologies with patented polyurethane panels for screening at 45 microns and finer particle sizes,” says Nic Barkhuysen, vice president: Africa of DSI.

Barkhuysen says this is a significant competitive edge for Kwatani considering the slump in commodity prices and the need for OEMs to have a wide variety of solutions for all minerals and base metals. There is no other screening company that is capable of such a comprehensive offering for the African mining industry. 

Importantly, this collaboration brings together two research and development (R&D) driven OEMs who will be able to share and transfer knowledge and experience to their customers to assist them achieve the lowest total cost per ton. 

Kim Schoepflin, managing director of Kwatani, says that this is one of the many synergies between the two companies that led to the start of informal discussions between Kwatani, Derrick Corporation and DSI Africa at EMA 2014.

“Kwatani is well known for its high level of ongoing product development that ensures customers access to new generation technology aimed at achieving the lowest cost per ton. Derrick Corporation has a similar R&D philosophy which has seen the introduction of latest technologies to the African mining industry,” Schoepflin says. 

Both Kwatani and Derrick Corporation have established reputations for leveraging best practice engineering methodologies and this, coupled with in-depth experience and applications knowledge, means customers will benefit significantly in terms of ready access to technical input and the provision of fit-for-purpose quality vibrating equipment solutions. 

Working closely with DSI Africa, Kwatani strengthens Derrick Corporation’s operations in Africa. As Schoepflin notes, Kwatani has established a strong and reputable presence in key mining regions on the continent.

Barkhuysen says that DSI Africa has trained Kwatani’s process engineering and service maintenance teams in Derrick Corporation’s technologies and applications. “The company is ready to market, service and maintain these machines in its territories. On-site support and screen refurbishment services are also available from Kwatani,” he says.

Schoepflin believes that the two companies have laid the foundations for a solid business partnership moving forward.

“The business relationship has matured since we started conceptualising the collaboration at the previous EMA, and we are very comfortable working together. EMA 2016 now marks the beginning of so much more to come,” she concludes.

[OPEN BOX:]
About Derrick Corporation 
· Derrick Corporation was founded by H. William Derrick Jr. in 1951 to solve some of the most challenging mechanical separation needs of the mining industry. At the heart of the company’s current offering is the integrated vibratory motor which was invented by its founder and gave life to an entire line of innovative separation technology.

· Over the years, it progressively expanded into other strategic markets, including the oil and gas drilling, as well as aggregate production for the civil construction and building industries.

· In 2014, Derrick Solutions International (DSI) Africa was appointed the distributor of the group’s mineral processing equipment in Africa. DSI Africa is fully staffed and equipped to serve the mineral processing needs of customers throughout Africa.

· There are more than 4 000 Derrick Corporation machines operating worldwide and 260 operating in sub-Saharan Africa.

About Kwatani
· Joest South Africa was established in 1976 as an assembler of small vibrating equipment. In 1989, it was bought by Gunter Vogel, who successfully integrated local technology into the original German designs boosting efficiencies in the harsh African mining environment.

· In 2015, Joest entered into a partnership with black-owned consortium Vhatsila Holdings to form Joest Kwatani. 

· In 2016, Joest Kwatani made the final transition to position itself as a company with a proud African history, called Kwatani. 

· Kwatani is the first in the sector to not only meet but exceed the compliance criteria of the Mining Charter. 

· Kwatani is 30% black owned (11% black woman owned) and holds a Level 3 Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment certification. 

· The company has a subsidiary company that focuses on providing lower cost refurbishments. This company holds a Level 1 Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment certification.

· Kwatani has supplied most of South Africa’s major mines with custom built vibrating equipment, and has thousands of vibrating screens and feeders operating in the heavy and precious metals and minerals markets. It is now a fully independent, privately owned South African original equipment manufacturer that is recognised as an industry leader in vibrating equipment solutions throughout Africa and international mining markets.	
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KWATANI DERRICK PIC 01 : Kwatani and Derrick Corporation have partnered to drive best screening practice in the African mining sector.

KWATANI DERRICK PIC 02 : A Derrick stack sizer installation. 

KWATANI DERRICK PIC 03 : A Derrick stack sizer installation. 

KWATANI DERRICK PIC 04 : A Derrick stack sizer installation.
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