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World Canals Conference speakers announced

The 2016 World Canals Conference is shaping up to be the best yet, with a trio of high-
profile experts from the Americas the latest additions to an array of world-renowned
speakers set to take part in the prestigious event in Scotland this September.

Hosted on the banks of the majestic Caledonian Canal in Inverness, the prestigious four-day
conference will take place on the 19th — 22nd September and will see more than 300
business leaders and global professionals celebrate innovative thinking and cutting-edge
delivery in a range of disciplines including sustainable tourism development, regeneration,
heritage management, climate change and engineering within the iconic landscape of the
Scottish Highlands.

Roland Lewis, President and CEO of the New York Waterfront Alliance, will draw on his
extensive experience in leading the transformation and regeneration of New York and New
Jersey’s waterways and 700 miles of shoreline into a vibrant, healthy, resilient, and
accessible resource as keynote speaker on day two of the four-day conference. Since its
inception in 2007, the Alliance has grown into a coalition of more than 900 organisations
working together to bring about real change in New York and New Jersey.

Joining Mr Lewis is fellow American Pete Grannis, Commissioner on the Erie Canalway
National Heritage Corridor Commission and former Commissioner of New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation. From fighting to clean up long-festering toxic
waste sites and reducing damaging acid rain to championing groundbreaking laws to
increase recycling, Mr Grannis has been driving positive environmental change for more
than three decades. He will speak on day four of the conference, joining the likes of
Professor Mark Horton — presenter of BBC’s Coast — and the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Dame
Seona Reid.

Completing the trio of speakers from the Americas is Daniel Fabrega, Panama’s
Ambassador to the United Kingdom. Mr Fabrega was educated in Panama and the United
States, earning a Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration at Loyola University in New
Orleans, followed by a Master’s in Business Administration at the Universidad
Latinoamericana de Ciencia y Tecnologia (ULACIT) in Panama. Before his appointment as
Ambassador, Mr. Fabrega has served as a Company Director and the Vice President for
Exports for Varelas Hemanos S.A. Under his watch, the company’s worldwide sales more
than doubled, helping to provide yet another element to Panama’s thriving business
economy. Mr Fabrega will speak of the vital role of the Panama Canal in his nation’s
economy during day two of the World Canals Conference.

Steve Dunlop, Chief Executive of Scottish Canals, said: “We’re absolutely delighted to be
able to announce the addition of three highly-regarded speakers from the Americas to the
programme of this September’s World Canals Conference. With an array of world-renowned
speakers set to join us amidst the myth and majesty of the Scottish Highlands, this year’s
conference is set to be the best yet.
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“From Panama to Paris, there are a huge number of innovative projects taking place on
canals all over the globe and waterways continue to play a vital role in the communities that
line their banks. The World Canals Conference will celebrate those achievements,
highlighting pioneering work in everything from water management and regeneration to
climate change and engineering.

“With just over three months to go until the World Canals Conference, we’re taking this
chance to remind everyone that tickets are still available and we have a fantastic programme
of speakers, study trips and social events to look forward to. We can’t wait to welcome the
world to Inverness and the Caledonian Canal this September.”

As the biggest event in the international waterways calendar, Inverness joins an illustrious
list of past World Canals Conference hosts including the Grand Canal in China, Montreal in
Canada and New York in the USA. As well as innovative projects from around the globe, the
World Canals Conference will also celebrate developments along Scotland’s 137-mile
waterway network, from the creation of The Kelpies — the largest equine sculptures on the
planet — to The Falkirk Wheel’s role as the world’s only rotating boat lift and an iconic tourism
destination.

Once the transport arteries that stoked the fires of the industrial revolution, today Scotland’s
canals are home to cyclists and social enterprises rather than coal scows and Clydesdale
Horses. Passing through some of Scotland’s most beautiful landscapes and the bustling
cities of Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness, the 250-year-old waterways are increasingly
vital venues for business, leisure and tourism that attract more than 22 million visits a year.

For more information on the World Canals Conference, see www.wccscotland.co.uk.

Ends

For further information, please contact:

Chris McDonald, Communications Executive at Scottish Canals, on 07917 217 608 or email
Chris.McDonald@scottishcanals.co.uk

Nicola Sturgeon, Communications Manager at Scottish Canals, on 07767 383 557 or email
Nicola.Sturgeon@scottishcanals.co.uk

Notes to the editor:

Scottish Canals is responsible to the Scottish Government for the management and development of
the Union, Monkland, Forth & Clyde, Crinan and Caledonian Canals. As well as the waterways
themselves, Scottish Canals care for 251 bridges, 212 buildings, 256 locks, The Falkirk Wheel, The
Kelpies and 19 water supply reservoirs in locations across Scotland. The reservoirs cover an area
equivalent to 7,494 football pitches and supply the canals with the 332 million litres of water which
flow through them each day

The Forth & Clyde, Union and Monkland canals in the Lowlands, the Crinan Canal in Argyll and the
Caledonian Canal in the Highlands together extend over 137 miles from coast to coast, across
country and into the cities of Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness.
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Built two hundred years ago to fire the Industrial Revolution, today the canals contribute to the
Scottish Government agenda of developing a Greener; Healthier; Smarter; Safer and Stronger; and
Wealthier and Fairer Scotland by acting as a catalyst for sustainable economic development,
regeneration and tourism; contributing to education, biodiversity, heritage and promoting active living
and healthier lifestyles. The Forth & Clyde, Union, Monkland, Caledonian and Crinan canals are
recognised as Scheduled Monuments and attract 22million visits per year

For more information, visit www.scottishcanals.co.uk or follow @ScottishCanals on Twitter




