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SHIPPING EXECUTIVE JACOB BLIKSTED SØRENSEN BEGINS 1000KM KITESURF 
CHALLENGE 
 
Solo kitesurf along East Africa coast in aid of Mission to Seafarers and Adeso 
 
Pacific Basin shipping executive Jacob Bliksted Sørensen has begun his 1,000km kitesurf challenge 
between Mozambique and Somalia, in aid of Mission to Seafarers and Adeso (African Development 
Solutions).   
 
Jacob is a General Manager at Hong Kong-based ship owner Pacific Basin and the founder of 
Mission: Safe Ocean, a campaign to raise awareness of the roots causes of piracy and to support 
long-term efforts to improve the safety of the Indian Ocean. His goal is to kitesurf over 1,000 km solo 
along the coast of East Africa.  With just a surfboard and a kite, Jacob will be relying on the power of 
the wind and waves to make his way along the coastline of Mozambique, Tanzania and Kenya.   
 
The expedition is in aid of two non-profit organisations, the Mission to Seafarers and Adeso (African 
Development Solutions).  Founded in 1856, the Mission to Seafarers is a charity that provides a wide 
range of practical welfare and support services for seafarers and their families around the world.  
Adeso is an African non-profit organisation that delivers a number of grassroots projects in Somalia 
and East Africa to tackle some of the causes of piracy, including coastal habitat restoration and 
sustainable fishing initiatives. All fundraising proceeds raised from Jacob’s expedition will go directly 
towards the Mission to Seafarers and Adeso. 
 
Jacob’s challenge began yesterday, Sunday 2 August, in Pemba, Mozambique and is expected to 
take up to four weeks to complete.  Speaking shortly before he took to the water in Pemba to start his 
expedition, Jacob explained his motivation behind establishing Mission: Safe Ocean: 
 
“Through my work in the shipping industry, I see the threats to the safety of the ocean along the East 
African coast and the costs that are borne by all seafarers, local and international.  We need to find 
long-term solutions that address the roots causes of piracy and help to make the oceans safer for all 
seafarers.  My goal with Mission: Safe Ocean and this expedition is to shine a light on these root 
causes and to raise money for two charities that are doing fantastic work at the grassroots to support 
coastal communities in Somalia and the 1.5 million seafarers around the world.” 
 
“I know how tough this expedition will be, but I believe that we can make a positive difference to the 
lives of those who bear the brunt of the risks and costs of piracy.  I hope that the international shipping 
community and everyone who cares about our oceans and our seafarers will get behind our mission 
and help us to raise funds for the vital work of the Mission to Seafarers and Adeso.” 
 
Sturrock Grindrod Maritime is one of Mission: Safe Ocean’s leading partners, with a network of offices 
along the East African coast.  Andrew Sturrock, CEO of Sturrock Grindrod Maritime, explained why he 
supports Jacob’s challenge: 
 
“Jacob is taking on a courageous mission in aid of two very worthy causes.  We share Jacob’s 
commitment to helping to make the oceans safer for all seafarers and to raise awareness of the root 
causes of piracy.  It’s going to be an incredibly tough challenge for Jacob, but everyone at Sturrock 
Grindrod Maritime offers our very best wishes to him for strong prevailing winds and full speed.” 
 
Jacob and Mission: Safe Ocean are supported by a number of leading shipping industry organisations, 
including Neptune Maritime Security, Pacific Basin, Sturrock Grindrod Maritime, Thuraya and Univan 
Ship Management. 



	  

	  

 
 
 
Donations to Mission to Seafarers and Adeso, the two causes supported by Mission: Safe Ocean, can 
be made at: www.justgiving.com/teams/missionsafeocean  
 
Organisations wishing to get involved in supporting and sponsoring Jacob’s challenge can get in touch 
with the Mission: Safe Ocean team at missionsafeocean@gmail.com.   
 
To learn more and keep up with the action from Jacob’s journey, visit www.missionsafeocean.com and 
follow Mission: Safe Ocean’s social and video channels:  
 
Twitter: @SafeOcean 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/missionsafeocean 
Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/missionsafeocean 
Instagram: https://instagram.com/missionsafeocean 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA82dnLr1B_RlAauWEyPZQQ 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=8265836&trk=my_groups-tile-flipgrp 
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Photo Caption: 
1. Jacob Sørensen in Pemba, Mozambique, at the launch of his 1,000km kitesurf challenge. 
 
About Mission: Safe Ocean 
Mission: Safe Ocean is a campaign to raise awareness of the roots causes of piracy and the threats to 
the safety of the Indian Ocean through the challenge of kitesurfing over 1000km along the coast of 
East Africa between Mozambique and Somalia.  The goal is to help reduce the piracy risk and create 
safer waters for locals, visitors and international seafarers in the Indian Ocean.  All funds raised by 
Mission: Safe Ocean will go towards supporting the vital work of the Mission to Seafarers and Adeso.  
www.missionsafeocean.com 
 
About Mission to Seafarers 
The Mission to Seafarers provides help and support to the 1.5 million men and women who face 
danger every day to keep the global economy afloat. The Mission to Seafarers works in over 260 ports 
caring for seafarers of all ranks, nationalities and beliefs. Through its global network of chaplains, staff 
and volunteers, it offers practical, emotional and spiritual support to seafarers through ship visits, drop-
in centres and a range of welfare and emergency support services. The Mission to Seafarers was 
founded in 1856 and is entirely funded by voluntary donations. 
www.missiontoseafarers.org 
 
About Adeso 
Adeso (African Development Solutions) is a non-profit organisation that pursues projects in East 
Africa/Somalia that seek to address ashore the root causes of piracy. One such project is a coastal 
habitat restoration and sustainable fisheries initiative, which seeks to deliver a practical community-
level response to illegal fishing, and to improve food security, livelihoods and governance while 
reducing the appeal of piracy and extremism.  
http://adesoafrica.org/ 
 
Further Information 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Simon Philips 
BLUE Communications 
Email: simon.phillips@bluecomms.com 
Mobile: +447760 787030 


