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The	
  South	
  African	
  Innovation	
  Awards	
  

	
  

MyWorld	
   of	
   Tomorrow	
   in	
   partnership	
  with	
   Business	
   Day	
   are	
   launching	
   the	
   South	
   African	
  
Innovation	
   Awards	
   to	
   recognise	
   innovative	
   companies,	
   products	
   and	
   services	
   across	
   the	
  
public	
   and	
  private	
   sector.	
  MyWorld	
  of	
   Tomorrow	
  was	
   launched	
  by	
  Business	
  Connexion	
   in	
  
2014	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  platform	
  to	
  showcase	
  technological	
  innovation	
  at	
  its	
  best.	
  

Matthew	
  Blewett,	
  Chief	
   Investment	
  Officer	
  at	
  Business	
  Connexion	
  says:	
  “Innovation	
  is	
  one	
  
of	
  the	
  primary	
  differentiators	
  in	
  a	
  successful	
  business	
  and	
  as	
  BCX	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  acknowledge	
  
the	
  front-­‐runners	
  in	
   innovation	
  and	
  give	
  exposure	
  to	
  the	
  phenomenal	
  work	
  being	
  done	
  by	
  
both	
   individuals,	
  organisations	
  and	
  communities.	
   Innovation	
  will	
  also	
  play	
  a	
  critical	
   role	
   in	
  
driving	
  economic	
  growth	
  for	
  the	
  African	
  continent.”	
  

The	
   awards	
   consist	
   of	
   nine	
   categories,	
   with	
   specific	
   categories	
   catering	
   for	
   SMMEs,	
  
corporates	
  and	
  public	
  sector.	
  The	
  categories	
  include;	
  SMME	
  Innovation	
  of	
  the	
  Year,	
  SMME	
  
Innovator	
  or	
   the	
  Year,	
  Corporate	
   Innovation	
  of	
   the	
  Year,	
  Corporate	
   Innovator	
  of	
   the	
  Year,	
  
Public	
  Sector	
  Innovation	
  of	
  the	
  Year	
  and	
  Public	
  Sector	
  Innovator	
  of	
  the	
  Year.	
  	
  

The	
  Community	
   Innovation	
  Award	
  will	
  apply	
   to	
   innovation	
  benefiting	
  and	
  shaping	
  specific	
  
communities.	
  Where	
   three	
  or	
  more	
  parties	
  have	
  worked	
   together	
   to	
   co-­‐create	
   innovative	
  
products	
   they	
  will	
  be	
   recognised	
   through	
   the	
  Collaborative	
   Innovation	
  of	
   the	
  Year	
  Award.	
  
Finally,	
   to	
   broaden	
   the	
   scope	
   and	
   footprint	
   of	
   the	
   awards,	
   there’s	
   the	
   Hall	
   of	
   Fame	
   to	
  
recognise	
  specific	
  projects,	
  processes	
  and	
  people	
  that	
  have	
  contributed	
  to	
  innovation	
  in	
  the	
  
country	
  and	
  across	
  the	
  continent.	
  	
  

“MyWorld	
  of	
  Tomorrow	
  is	
  all	
  about	
  creating	
  a	
  movement	
  allowing	
  African	
  people	
  to	
  share	
  
and	
   discover	
   solutions	
   to	
   everyday	
   problems,”	
   says	
   Blewett.	
   “These	
   awards	
   provide	
   the	
  
often	
   unsung	
   heroes	
   of	
   innovation	
   a	
   platform	
   to	
   showcase	
   what	
   they	
   are	
   doing	
   and	
   be	
  
rewarded	
  for	
  their	
  hard	
  work.”	
  	
  

In	
   order	
   to	
   qualify,	
   products	
   and	
   services	
   must	
   have	
   been	
   launched	
   or	
   implemented	
  
between	
   1	
   July	
   2014	
   and	
   30	
   June	
   2015.	
   Entries	
   are	
   open	
   and	
  will	
   close	
   on	
   31	
   July	
   2015.	
  
More	
   information	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   the	
   entry	
   submission	
   forms	
   are	
   available	
   at	
  
www.mwotafrica.com.	
  	
  

Trevor	
   Ormerod,	
   GM:	
   Group	
   Sales	
   at	
   Times	
   Media	
   Limited	
   says,	
   “As	
   one	
   of	
   the	
   leading	
  
media	
  houses	
   in	
  the	
  country	
  we	
  have	
  covered	
  a	
  myriad	
  of	
  stories	
  about	
   innovation	
   in	
  the	
  



many	
  sectors	
  of	
  the	
  economy	
  and	
  society	
  and	
  Business	
  Day	
  is	
  the	
  perfect	
  platform	
  to	
  give	
  
further	
  exposure	
  to	
  South	
  Africa’s	
  unfolding	
  innovation	
  legacy.”	
  

The	
   finalists	
  will	
   be	
   announced	
   in	
   September	
   2015	
   and	
   the	
   awards	
   presentation	
   is	
   set	
   to	
  
take	
  place	
  on	
  21	
  October	
  2015	
  at	
  the	
  Sandton	
  Convention	
  Centre	
  in	
  Johannesburg.	
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For	
  more	
  information,	
  contact:	
  

Taryn	
  Westoby	
  │	
  Head	
  of	
  Events│	
  Future	
  Group│	
  taryn.westoby@mwotafrica.com	
  	
  

Tel:	
  011	
  280	
  5254	
  

	
  

Media	
  Contacts:	
  

Zandile	
  Mabena│	
  PR	
  Account	
  Manager│	
  Future	
  Group│	
  zandile@thefuture.co.za	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Tel:	
  011	
  280	
  5372	
  /	
  072	
  277	
  5373	
  

Zinhle	
  Modiselle│	
  General	
  Manager:	
  Marketing	
  &	
  Communications│	
  Business	
  Connexion	
  

Tel:	
  011	
  266	
  5072	
  │	
  Zinhle.Modiselle@bcx.co.za	
  	
  

	
  

About	
  MyWorld	
  of	
  Tomorrow	
  Africa	
  2015:	
  

MyWorld	
  of	
  Tomorrow,	
  brought	
  to	
  you	
  by	
  Business	
  Connexion,	
  is	
  an	
  African-­‐led	
  movement	
  
inspired	
  by	
  technological	
  innovation.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  exciting	
  space	
  where	
  humanity	
  and	
  technology	
  
intersect	
  and	
   ideas	
  and	
  solutions	
  for	
  tomorrow	
  are	
  born.	
  Far	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  conference	
  and	
  
exhibition,	
   it’s	
   a	
   platform	
   for	
   interaction	
   and	
   knowledge	
   sharing	
   in	
   the	
   technology	
   and	
  
innovation	
   arena.	
   	
   Currently	
   in	
   its	
   second	
   year,	
   it	
   is	
   the	
   largest	
   event	
   of	
   its	
   kind	
   on	
   the	
  
African	
   continent.	
   We	
   invite	
   you	
   to	
   join	
   our	
   movement	
   towards	
   the	
   betterment	
   of	
  
tomorrow.	
  	
  For	
  more	
  information	
  please	
  visit	
  www.mwotafrica.com	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

About	
  Business	
  Connexion:	
  

Business	
   Connexion	
   is	
   one	
   of	
   the	
   largest	
   ICT	
   services	
   providers	
   listed	
   on	
   the	
   JSE	
   when	
  
measured	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  turnover,	
  assets	
  under	
  management	
  and	
  staff	
  complement.	
  It	
  remains	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  leading	
  South	
  African	
  cloud-­‐based	
  services	
  providers	
  with	
  offices	
  in	
  South	
  Africa,	
  
Namibia,	
   Nigeria,	
  Mozambique,	
   Tanzania,	
   Zambia,	
   Kenya,	
   Botswana,	
   the	
   United	
   Kingdom	
  
and	
  Dubai.	
   The	
   company	
   employs	
  more	
   than	
   6	
   800	
   people	
   on	
   the	
   African	
   continent	
   and	
  
generates	
  revenue	
  in	
  excess	
  of	
  R6	
  billion	
  a	
  year.	
  


