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Yokogawa’s Vinesh Maharaj Awarded Industry Personality of the Year 2015

Johannesburg, May 15, 2015 - Yokogawa is proud to announce that Vinesh Maharaj, Sales and
Marketing Director for Yokogawa South Africa, Angola and African Anglophone Region has been
awarded Industry Personality of the Year for 2015. The Award ceremony took place recently at the
Dome in Johannesburg as the culminating event of the successful Africa Automation Fair 2015 from

5 to 7 May 2015, which drew a record number of over 4,200 local and international visitors.

Vinesh was one of 5 deserving candidates for the award including Dave Wibberley, Managing
Director of Adroit Technologies, Robert Wright, Managing Director of RJ Connect, Pregs Naidoo,
Technical Sales Director for Afrilek Automation and Chris Yelland, Managing Director of EE

Publishers.

Vinesh studied BSc Electronic Engineering at the University of Natal and later went on to complete
an MBA in Strategic Financial Management. He joined the SAIMC in June 2006 as a member of the
Durban Branch and was requested to join the Committee later that same year. He was elected
Vice-Chairman of Durban Branch Committee in 2007 and assisted the branch in ensuring regular
technology evenings took place. In 2008 he was elected Chairman of Durban and championed the
re-opening of the Richards Bay Branch later in 2008. Under his leadership the Durban Branch won

the Branch of the Year Award 2008 from the SAIMC, the first time in over 20 years.

Vinesh was elected to the SAIMC National Council in 2010 and began sowing the seeds of change
amongst fellow councilors. He was elected Vice-President in 2012 and took over responsibility of the
Innovations Committee, whose objective was to focus on the future of the SAIMC. The ideas of
rebranding the SAIMC and revamping the website were all borne out of this committee. In 2013 he
was elected as President of SAIMC and spearheaded the re-branding and re-positioning of the
organisation to appeal to the youth while presenting a greater value proposition to the Control and

Instrumentation Industry in Southern Africa.

Vinesh has thus far accomplished many initiatives in growing the industry. He was involved in a
campaign to gain financial support for various youth focused initiatives such as the Tshwane
University of Technology, FTC programme, by providing R100 000 in seed funding for the start-up of

the competition in South Africa. The University of Pretoria (UP) also approached the SAIMC for
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funding the renovations of the Automation Laboratory for third year students. A sponsorship of R200
000 has resulted in the new laboratory being named after the SAIMC, resulting in long-term visibility
with students for the SAIMC. Vinesh was instrumental in securing SAIMC involvement in the
Electrical Engineering group of the inaugural Thought Leadership Forum in 2013. This forum still
continues with representation from the SAIMC. Vinesh also assisted on the SAIMC/IIG Team for the
rebranding and conceptualisation of the Africa Automation Fair 2015, the new face of The Process
Expo Africa. He assisted the SAIMC Council in creating a SABS Technical Committee for Control
and Instrumentation which resulted in the creation of SABS TC165 within six months. TC165 is
dedicated to Automation and Control, for the first time in the history of South Africa resulting in the
Control and Instrumentation fraternity having its own voice at SABS and no-longer falling under the
broad electrical engineering category. Vinesh is also campaigning to have Control and

Instrumentation Engineering recognised as the tenth discipline by ECSA.

Outside of the industry, Vinesh is the Chairperson of the Midrand Branch for Food For Life, a food

relief charity feeding orphans and disabled children in Tembisa.

About Yokogawa

Yokogawa's global network of 86 companies spans 56 countries. Founded in 1915, the US$4 billion
company conducts cutting-edge research and innovation. Yokogawa is engaged in the Industrial
Automation and Control (IA), Test and Measurement, and other businesses segments. The IA
segment plays a vital role in a wide range of industries including Oil & Gas, Chemical, Food &
Beverage, Iron & Steel, LNG Supply Chain, Petrochemical, Oil & Gas, Pharmaceutical, Power, Pulp

& Paper, Refining, Renewable Energy and Water & Wastewater.

Yokogawa South Africa (Pty) Limited is an empowered South African company jointly owned by
Identity Capital Partners (Pty) Ltd, a local black women-owned organisation, and Yokogawa Europe
BV, incorporated in the Netherlands. Yokogawa Europe BV is owned by Yokogawa Electric

Corporation, a Japanese company listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange.

Yokogawa South Africa (Pty) Limited’s comprehensive solutions range from sensors such as
Pressure transmitters, Temperature, Flow meters, Level and Liquid & Gas Analyzers) and network
solution products, to control and safety systems. This includes the software for advanced control that
optimises productivity; and services that minimize plant lifecycle costs. Yokogawa South Africa’s

Service Training Department is accredited and proficient in theoretical and practical training for



Instrumentation and Control systems from first principles. Our Internship Programme contributes to

the continued technical skills improvement in South Africa.

For more information about Yokogawa, please visit the company’s website www.yokogawa.com/za

or contact Christie Cronje in Corporate Communications.
Christie.cronje@za.yokogawa.com
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