S5

SABIC chooses S+S high performance metal separator
RAPID PRO-SENSE

Schoénberg, December 2014

SABIC Innovative Plastics strategic business unit is a wholly owned subsidiary of Saudi Basic
Industries Corporation (SABIC) and was founded in September 2007. Innovative Plastics is em-
ploying over 9,000 people worldwide, manufacturing high-end thermoplastic materials in more

than 35 countries.

SABIC is working on the principles of Six Sigma. The highly disciplined Six Sigma process
helps them to focus on developing and delivering near-perfect products and services. It encom-
passes design, production, and distribution. The product quality improvements behind SABIC
Innovative Plastics* materials can help enhance the quality and marketability of customers’ end

products.

In Bergen op Zoom SABIC is producing plastics compounds PC, PC blends and Noryl. Quality
and Product Purity is extremely important for SABIC. So they were looking for a machine for
their outgoing quality control. Highest scanning sensitivity for ferrous metals, but also stainless
steel and other non-ferrous metals was required. They requested for the best sensitivity in com-

bination with reliability, aftersales and a supplier who has experience in plastics.

PME is one of the leading suppliers of peripheral equipment for the plastic processing industry
in the Netherlands. They not only represent foreign and domestic producers but also provide
service, maintenance, engineering and project management for all the peripherals for injection
moulding machines, extruders, blow moulding machines and other machines producing plastics,

plastic semi-manufactured products, and final products.

As a long term partner of S+S Separation and Sorting Technology in the Netherlands PME of-
fered RAPID PRO-SENSE metal separators to SABIC. Using innovative HRF technology (High
Resolution Frequency), RAPID PRO-SENSE, a system for free-fall applications, features ex-
tremely high sensitivity to all metals. The metal separator is specifically designed to meet the
requirements of plastics and compound producers and features a genuinely innovative modular
design. The reject unit can be chosen to match the conveyed material or to meet specific cus-

tomer needs.
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As SABIC’s material inspection of the end product happens before packaging with special re-
quirement that the unit must be cleanable with water inside. So water tightness of equipment is
necessary. In part, the material is also abrasive. Wear-down protection of equipment is an im-
portant point. Last but not least there is a need of customized fitting to local installation require-

ments with special flanges.

SABIC decided to use RAPID PRO-SENSE metal detectors of S+S because of its outstanding
features especially regarding the scanning sensitivity which is on highest level compared to oth-
er existing metal detectors. Another convincing feature is the reject mechanism where material
cannot deposit which is important in case of material changes. Also the self-cleaning feature of
the reject mechanism of RAPID PRO-SENSE is unique. The surface of parts in contact with ma-

terial has been specially treated so that it is more resistant against wear-down.

The long experience with plastics handling and the aftersales in the Netherlands by PME is one
more reason why SABIC bought RAPID PRO-SENSE metal detectors. Ronald van der Wal and
Rob Willems from SABIC confirm: “The first units of RAPID PRO-SENSE are running in produc-
tion very well. We are very satisfied with the results. During the course of 2014 SABIC’s plant in

Bergen op Zoom will be supplied with additional metal detectors to ensure production efficiency

and product purity.”
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Using innovative HRF technology (High Resolution Frequency), RAPID PRO-SENSE, a system
for free-fall applications, features extremely high sensitivity to all metals. (Photo: S+S)
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S+8 - an overview

S+S Separation and Sorting Technology GmbH of Schénberg, Bavaria, manufactures ma-
chines and systems for the detection/separation of contaminants, for product inspection, and
for the sorting of material flows. Product sales primarily focus on the food, plastics, chemical,
pharmaceutical, and recycling industries. S+S is one of the world’s leading suppliers with sub-
sidiaries in Great Britain, France, Italy, China, Singapore, India, and in the USA, a representa-
tive office in Turkey, and more than 40 agencies all over the world. The S+S group presently
has 350 employees, about 300 are working at the main factory in Schénberg. The consolidated

turnover in 2013 amounted to approx. Euro 46 million.

Reprints free of royalties. Photo attached.
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