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CNN International’s ‘Marketplace Africa’ visits ‘Africa’s Detroit’: Uitenhage, in the
Eastern Cape

The Eastern Cape Province is well known for its auto-sector and the jobs it creates. This
car-manufacturing hub hosts global players such as Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz, Ford and
General Motors who, by operating and manufacturing in the area, are creating jobs in one of

South Africa's poorest provinces.

Whilst Africa is known for exporting raw material and importing finished goods, CNN
‘Marketplace Africa’ explores the implications of exporting finished goods such as cars for
the nation’s economic growth. The auto sector accounts for about 7% of South Africa’s
economic output - crucial to the economy. With this region a key driver of the country's

vehicle exports, some say it could be compared to America’s motor city: Detroit:

Managing Director of Volkswagen Group in South Africa, David Powels comes from this
region: “we could fairly say that we are the Detroit, but with that comes quite a
responsibility... the auto-sector is an anchor tenant in the province, we are an important
driver of growth, but we have to recognize that that brings risks and also chances, the risk is
if you're over dependent on that sector and we don't diversify the industrial base in the
province over the medium to long term, there are risks in being over dependent on one

anchor tenant”.

This multiplying effect can be seen in the number of global automotive component
manufacturers that have set up shop in this region. According to the Eastern Cape
Development Corporation, the auto sector accounts for more than 40,000 jobs in the region-

with 30,000 of those jobs created by supplier companies.

For more information about ‘Africa’s Detroit’ watch Marketplace Africa on CNN on
Friday, 11 April at 2045

The show will also air at the following times:
Saturday 12 April at 0515, 0815 and 1815
Sunday 13 April at 0315 and 1815
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About CNN International

CNN’s portfolio of news and information services is available in five different languages
across all major TV, internet and mobile platforms reaching more than 375 million
households around the globe. CNN International, awarded “News Channel of the Year” by
the Royal Television Society in 2013 and 2014, is the number one international TV news
channel according to all major media surveys across Europe, the Middle East and Africa,
the Asia Pacific region and Latin America. The CNN digital network is consistently one of the
top news and current affairs destination on the web. CNN has 44 editorial offices and more
than 1,100 affiliates worldwide through CNN Newsource. CNN International is part of Turner
Broadcasting System, Inc., a Time Warner company.




