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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Spirit Airlines Renews Its Contract with ARINC,  
Adds New Productivity Applications 

 
Annapolis, Maryland, USA, June 26, 2008—ARINC Incorporated today announced 

Spirit Airlines, a customer since 1995, has renewed and upgraded its ARINC 

GLOBALinkSM data link communications contract for an additional 5 years.  

 

The Florida-based ultra-low-cost carrier recently integrated several new third-party flight 

applications over its VHF ACARS® service to enhance operating efficiency. These 

include an air data performance program and a weight/balance application. Spirit has also 

installed an ACARS management program to deliver enhanced weather information and 

facilitate greater use of text messaging instead of voice by Spirit’s air/ground crews. 

 

“Spirit Airlines is pleased with the support we have received from all of our vendors 

during the implementation of our new flight operations applications, and especially that 

of ARINC,” said Jeff Carlson, Vice President of Flight Operations for Spirit Airlines. 

“The new GLOBALink agreement is consistent with our goals and plans for data link, 

and the 5-year contract term reflects our desire for a long-term partnership with ARINC.” 

 

“ARINC has been happy to work closely with Spirit Airlines, leveraging their VHF 

ACARS service with the latest productivity-enhancing applications,” stated Ron  

Hawkins, ARINC Vice President, Commercial Aviation Solutions. “We appreciate this  

 – MORE –  



renewal and look forward to helping them implement even more advanced capabilities 

such as cost-indexing in the near future.” 

 

ARINC has provided Spirit Airlines with digital data link service over the 

GLOBALink/VHF network using efficient VDLM2 digital protocol since 2004. ARINC 

has also provided Spirit with Digital ATIS since 2001. 

 

Spirit Airlines is based in Fort Lauderdale, FL, and Detroit, MI, and offers the largest 

ultra-low-cost-carrier (ULCC) network in the Caribbean and Latin America, including 

new service to Cartagena, Colombia. Spirit serves 37 destinations in the United States, 

the Caribbean and Latin America, with 185 scheduled flights daily. Spirit operates the 

youngest Airbus fleet in the Americas, and its ULCC approach means customers are not 

forced to pay for services they do not desire or use. Customers can obtain a low fare at 

spiritair.com and add the services and options appropriate for their travel needs. For more 

information, visit the web site at www.spiritair.com. 

 

ARINC Incorporated, a portfolio company of The Carlyle Group, provides 

communications, engineering and integration solutions for commercial, defense and 

government customers worldwide. Headquartered in Annapolis, Maryland with regional 

headquarters in London and Singapore, ARINC is ISO 9001:2000 certified. For more 

information, visit the web site at www.arinc.com. 
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